ِ ض َّل لَه ومن ي ح
ِِ
ِ
ِِ
ِ
ِ اَلِل فَ ََل م
ِ
ي لَهُ َوأَ حش َه ُد أَ حن
ُ ُ ََ ح
ُ َُّ إ َّن ا حْلَ حم َد ََّلِل َحَن َم ُدهُ َونَ حستَعينُهُ ونستغفره ونعوذ ابهلل من شرور أنفسنا ومن سيئات أعمالنا َم حن يَ حهده
َ ضل حل فَ ََل َهاد
َّ ََل إِلَهَ إََِّل
َ اَلِلُ َو حح َدهُ ََل َش ِر
ُيك لَهُ َوأَ حش َه ُد أ ََّن ُُمَ َّم ًدا َعحب ُدهُ َوَر ُسولُه
ِ َّ
اَلِلَ َح َّق تُ َقاتِِه َوَل َتَُوتُ َّن إَِل َوأَنحتُ حم ُم حسلِ ُمو َن
َّ ين ءَ َامنُوا اتَّ ُقوا
َ ََيأَيُّ َها الذ
ِ
ِسو
ِ
َّ َاح َدةٍ َو َخلَ َق ِمحن َها َزحو َج َها َوب
َّ اَلِلَ الَّ ِذي تَ َساءَلُو َن بِِه َواأل حَر َح َام إِ َّن
َّ ث ِمحن ُه َما ِر َجاَل َكثِ ًريا َونِ َساءً َواتَّ ُقوا
َاَلِل
َ ٍ َّاس اتَّ ُقوا َربَّ ُك ُم الَّذي َخلَ َق ُك حم م حن نَ حف
ُ ََيأَيُّ َها الن
َكا َن َعلَحي ُك حم َرقِيبًا
ِ َّ
ِ
يما
َّ صلِ حح لَ ُك حم أ حَع َمالَ ُك حم َويَغح ِف حر لَ ُك حم ذُنُوبَ ُك حم َوَم حن يُ ِط ِع
َّ ين ءَ َامنُوا اتَّ ُقوا
ً اَلِلَ َوقُولُوا قَ حوَل َس ِد
يدا يُ ح
ً اَلِلَ َوَر ُسولَهُ فَ َق حد فَ َاز فَ حوًزا َعظ
َ ََيأَيُّ َها الذ
أ ََّما بَ حع ُد
ٍ
ٍ
ٍ
ِ ِ ِ
َّ
ضَللٍَة
َّ اب
َ اَلِلِ تَ َع
َ ضَللَةٌ َوُك َّل
َ ي ُُمَ َّمد صلى هللا عليه وسلم َو َشَّر األ ُُموِر ُمُح َد ََثتُ َها َوُك َّل ُمُح َدثَة بِ حد َعةٌ َوُك َّل بِ حد َعة
فإن أ ح
ُ ََص َد َق ا حْلَديث كت
ُ اَل َو َخحي َر ا حْلَحد ِي َه حد
ِِف النَّا ِر
Dear my brothers in Islam,
All thanks and praise is due to Allah, we seek His help and forgiveness. We seek refuge to
Allah from the evil within ourselves and the consequences of our evil deeds. Whoever Allah
guides will never be led astray, and whoever Allah leads astray will never find guidance. We
bear witness that there is no God but Allah, alone without any partners, and we bear witness
that Muhammad shallallaahu’alaihi wa sallam is His servant and His Messenger.
As a reminder for myself and all of us, let us increase our taqwa to Allah Subhaanahu wa
Ta'ala by fulfilling all of Allah’s commands and refraining from all His prohibitions. Let’s
continue to be guided by the Holy Quran and the Sunnah of the Prophet Shallallaahu'alaihi
wa sallam in our daily life.
Dear my brothers,
In this occasion I would like to review the story of Luqmaan and his son which is mentioned
in Suurah Luqman verse 12 – 19. Hopefully we can take some lessons from this story and
apply them in our daily life.
Firstly, let’s clarify the identity of Luqman. Ibn Kathir, the renowned Islamic scholar and
historian of the 14th century CE, wrote about Luqman in his book ‘Stories of the Quran’. He
used information obtained from the most reliable sources of the time. According to Ibn
Kathir and most Islamic scholars Luqman was not a prophet but a wise man that Allah had
blessed with wisdom (Al-Hikmah).
The earlier scholars, according to Ibn Kathir, were of the opinion that wisdom means
discretion and religious understanding. In some traditions it is said that Luqman himself
said that he maintained his honourable and noble qualities by, "Lowering my gaze, watching
my tongue, eating what is lawful, keeping my chastity, undertaking my promises, fulfilling my
commitments, being hospitable to guests, respecting my neighbours, and discarding what

does not concern me. All these made me the one you are looking at. (Narrated Ibn Wahb
in Chapter 16, Stories of the Quran by Ibn Kathir).
Luqman gave about 10 pieces of advice to his son. Advice that is applicable now and can be
followed and used by any parent wanting to raise a child in the light of Islam. It is said that if
all parents implemented Luqman’s advice then there would be no need to worry about the
fate of the children in the Hereafter because they have been shown the path that leads to
Paradise. On the other hand, as a son, if we also apply what Luqman’s advice, it will be for
our own advantage in this world and hereafter, insha Allah.
Let’s see Luqman’s advice to his son one by one, beginning with the mentioning of his name
in verses 12 and 13 of Suurah Luqman.
ِ
ِ
ِِ
ِِ ِ
َِ ِِ ََ اَلِل
ِ ﴿ولَ َق حد ءاتَي نَا لُ حقما َن ا حْلِك
ِ َلَ تُ حش ِرحك
َ َ َوإِ حذ ق.َي ٌد
ََّ ُال لُ حق َما ُن َلبحنه َوُه َو يَعظُهُ يَب
ٌّ  ََّ حمةَ أَن ا حش ُك حر ََّلِل َوَمن يَ حش ُك حر فَِإََّّنَا يَ حش ُكُر لنَ حفسه َوَمن َك َفَر فَِإ َّن
َ
َ َ َح
ِ ِاب ََّلِلِ إِ َّن
ِ
﴾ الش حرَك لَظُلح ٌم َعظ ٌيم
1. "And We had certainly given Luqman wisdom [and said], "Be grateful to Allah."
And whoever is grateful is grateful for [the benefit of] himself. And whoever
denies [His favor] - then indeed, Allah is Free of need and Praiseworthy. (12)
And [mention, O Muhammad], when Luqman said to his son while he was
instructing him, "O my son, do not associate [anything] with Allah. Indeed,
association [with him] is great injustice." (13) (Luqman: 12-13)
Luqman calls his son "my son" rather than by name so as to emphasis the familial bond. He
catches his attention encouraging him to listen carefully to what he is about to say. He then
calls his son’s attention to what is the most important thing in the eyes of Allah. The one
who associates others with Allah, he says, does the biggest wrong or injustice to the Creator
and Sustainer of the universe. That person also does a great wrong to himself because he
offers himself up to the possibility of Allah’s anger and an eternal punishment.
ِ ِ ِ
ِ ِإِ َّن اللَّ ه ََل ي حغ ِفر أَن ي حشر َك بِِه وي حغ ِفر ما دو َن ََٰذل
ِ ِ
يما
َ
ُ َ ُ ََ
ً ك ل َمن يَ َشاءُ ۚ َوَمن يُ حش ِر حك ابللَّ ه فَ َقد افح تَ َر َٰى إحْثًا َعظ
َ ُ ُ َ َ
"Indeed, Allah does not forgive association with Him, but He forgives what is less than that
for whom He wills. And he who associates others with Allah has certainly fabricated a
tremendous sin. " (An-Nisaa:48)
Now let’s see verse 14 of Suurah Luqman
ِِ
ِ
ِ ِ
ِ ََّ ِك إ
ِ صالُهُ ِِف َع َام ح
َّ َوَو
َ ْي أ َِن ا حش ُك حر َِل َول َول َديح
َ صحي نَا ا ِإلنح َس َن بَِول َديحه َََلَحتهُ أ ُُّمهُ َوحهناً َعلَى َوحه ٍن َوف
َُل الح َمصري
2. "And We have enjoined upon man [care] for his parents. His mother carried him,
[increasing her] in weakness upon weakness, and his weaning is in two years. Be
grateful to Me and to your parents; to Me is the [final] destination. " (Luqman:
14)
In the Quran Allah mentions the rights of parents in the same sentence as the most important
aspect of Islam, worshipping Allah alone. This indicates that being kind to parents,
honouring and respecting them, is extremely important in the way of life that is Islam.

ٍ ند َك الحكِب ر أَح ُد ُُها أَو كِ ََل ُُها فَ ََل تَ ُقل َّْلما أ
ُف َوََل تَ حن َه حر ُُهَا َوقُل َّْلَُما قَ حوًَل َك ِرميًا
َ ان ۚ إَِّما يَحب لُغَ َّن ِع
ً ك أَََّل تَ حعبُ ُدوا إََِّل إِ ََّيهُ َوِابلح َوالِ َديح ِن إِ حح َس
َ ُّض َٰى َرب
َ ََوق
َ
ََ َ َ ح
َُ
"And your Lord has decreed that you not worship except Him, and to parents, good treatment.
Whether one or both of them reach old age [while] with you, say not to them [so much as],
"uff," and do not repel them but speak to them a noble word. " (Al-Israa: 23)
Prophet Muhammad reinforced the duty to be kind to parents. A companion of the Prophet
once asked him which of the many good deeds a man can do is the most loved by
Allah. Prophet Muhammad answered him by saying, "To offer the prayer in its proper
time". The companion then asked, "And what is next?" to which Prophet Muhammad
replied, "To be good and dutiful to your parents…(Narrated by Al-Bukhari).
In the following part of Chapter Luqman, verse 14 Allah clarifies the difficulties mothers in
particular go through raising their children and demands that the child gives thanks to his
parents. Allah reminds us then that it is to Him that we will return so our first allegiance is to
Allah alone, followed by devotion and kindness to our parents.
However, there is one exception if our parents asked us to do something in contrary to the
instruction from our religion, then we should not follow our parents, but still, it is very
emphasized that we should keep a good relation with them. This is also explained in Surah
Luqman, in the following verse 15.
ِ ك بِِه ِعلحم فَ ََل تُ ِطعهما ۚ و
ِ ِ
ِ
ِ ِ
ل َم حر ِج ُع ُك حم
ََّ ِل ۚ ُُثَّ إ
ََّ ِب إ
َ َس ل
َ َوإِن َج
َ يل َم حن أ ََن
َ َ َ ُح
ٌ
َ صاححب ُه َما ِف الدُّنحيَا َم حعُروفًا ۚ َواتَّب حع َسب
َ اه َد َاك َعلَ َٰى أَن تُ حشر َك ِب َما لَحي
فَأُنَبِئُ ُكم ِِبَا ُكنتُ حم تَ حع َملُو َن
“But if they (the parents) endeavor to make you associate with Me that of which you
have no knowledge, do not obey them but accompany them in [this] world with
appropriate kindness and follow the way of those who turn back to Me [in repentance].
Then to Me will be your return, and I will inform you about what you used to do.”
(Luqman: 15)
Next, Luqman give advice again to his son.
ِ ض َيح
ِ َّ ال حبَّ ٍة ِمن خرد ٍل فَت ُكن ِِف صخرةٍ أَو ِِف
ِ ُ ََي ب َن إِنَّها إِن ت
ِ ٌ ت ِِبَا اللَّ هُ إِ َّن اللَّ هَ لَ ِط
َ َ ك مثح َق َ َ ح َ ح
َ حَ ح
َ ََّ ُ َ
َ ِ الس َم َاوات أ حَو ِِف حاأل حَر
ٌيف َخبري
3. "O my son, indeed if wrong should be the weight of a mustard seed and should be
within a rock or [anywhere] in the heavens or in the earth, Allah will bring it
forth. Indeed, Allah is Subtle and Acquainted." (Luqman: 16)
Luqman then advises his son to remember the might and power that belongs to
Allah. Allah’s knowledge is perfect, anything that happens or will happen in this world is
already known by Allah. Allah’s might is absolute and should not be questioned, challenged
or ignored by anyone.
Dear my brothers,
Allah bestowed wisdom on Luqman. Wisdom entails following in the footsteps of the
prophets by calling people to the worship of Allah alone. In addition to this it involves
teaching them how to do this in the best possible way beginning with the most important

aspects and so on. Luqman wanted the best for his son and gave him advice that would hold
him in good stead in both this world and the Hereafter. This advice holds true in any era and
parents struggling to bring up believing children today will greatly benefit from this advice.
We have already discussed the first three important pieces of advice which were to worship
Allah alone, to be dutiful to parents and to recognise that Allah has complete control over all
affairs. Let’s continue to the next ayah.
ِ
ِ
ِ وف وانحهَ َع ِن الحمن َك ِر و ح
ِ
﴾١٧﴿ ك ِم حن َع حزِم حاألُُموِر
َّ َن أَقِِم
َ ك إِ َّن ََٰذل
َ ََصاب
ََّ ََُي ب
َ اص حب َعلَ َٰى َما أ
َ ُ
َ الص ََل َة َوأ ُحم حر ابلح َم حعُر
O my son, establish prayer, enjoin what is right, forbid what is wrong, and be patient
over what befalls you. Indeed, [all] that is of the matters [requiring] determination.
(Luqman: 17)
From this ayah, at least we can get three lessons.
َّ أَقِِم
َالص ََلة
4.

"O my son! Offer prayer perfectly…" (Quran 31:17)

Luqman advises his son to pray regularly and in the right time frame. All parents should
teach their children not only how to pray but why we pray and its importance. The Arabic
word for prayer is salah and the word denotes connection. Prayer is our way of connecting
with and maintaining a connection with Allah. Prayer at fixed times serves as a reminder of
why we are here and helps to direct thoughts and actions away from sin and onto the
remembrance of Allah.
ِ وأحمر ِابلحمعر
وف َوانحهَ َع ِن الح ُمن َك ِر
َُ ُح َ ح
5.

"…enjoin on people all that is good and forbid them from all that is evil…"
(Quran 31:17)

Enjoining good and forbidding evil is a responsibility on every believer; rulers and subjects,
men and women, each according to his or her ability. Prophet Muhammad said, "Whoever
among you sees an evil action, let him change it with his hand (by taking action); and if he
cannot, then with his tongue [by speaking out]; and if he cannot, then with his heart (by
feeling that it is wrong), and that is the weakest of faith." (Narrated by Muslim)
ِو ح
ك
َ ََصاب
َ اص حب َعلَ َٰى َما أ
َ
6.

"…and bear with patience whatever befalls you…" (Quran 31:17)

Luqman advises his son to pray perfectly, enjoin good and forbid evil and then recommends
patience when dealing with people for this purpose and in all matters. Prophet Muhammad’s
son-in-law Ali ibn Abi Talib defined patience as "seeking Allah’s help". Remembering Allah
and contemplating His greatness is the key to patience, and patience is a key to Paradise
everlasting, therefore this was a wise advice indeed.

ِ ِ آن الحع ِظيم ونَ َفع َِن وإِ ََّي ُكم ِِبا فِي ِه ِمن اح
ِ
ِ الس ِميع الحب
ِ
ِ ِ ِ
 أَقُ حو ُل قَ حوِل َه َذا. صحي ُر
َ ُ  وتَ َقبَّ َل م ِِ َومحن ُك حم إنَّهُ ُه َو َّ ح. آلَيت َوالذ حك ِر ا حْلَكحي ِم
َ َ َ ح
َ ل َولَ ُك حم ِِف الح ُق حر َ ح َ َ ح
َاب َرَك هللاُ ِ ح
ِ وأ
ل َولَ ُك حم
َ ح
َستَ غحفُر هللاَ ِ ح
Second khutbah:
، َو ّب ّه ن َ ْس َت ّع ْ ُني عَ ََل ُأ ُمو ّر ادلُّ نْ َيا َوا ِّ ّدل ّين،الْ َح ْمدُ ّ ه َّلِل َر ّ ِّب الْ َعال َ ّم َني
ْ َ الس َال ُم عَ ََل نبينا محمد َوعَ ََل أ ّ ِّل َو
ُ َأ هما ب َ ْعد،َص ّب ّه َأ ْجـ َمـ ّع َني
َو ه
الص َال ُة َو ه

Let’s continue our discussion on Suurah Luqman, now in verse 18.
ِ ش ِِف حاأل حَر
ِ َّاس َوََل َتَح
ِ َّك لِلن
ب ُك َّل ُمُحتَ ٍال فَ ُخوٍر
َ صعِحر َخد
ُّ ض َمَر ًحا إِ َّن اللَّ هَ ََل ُُِي
َ َُوََل ت
“And do not turn your cheek [in contempt] toward people and do not walk through the
earth exultantly. Indeed, Allah does not like everyone self-deluded and boastful.”
From this ayah, at least there are two lessons
ِ َّك لِلن
َّاس
َ صعِحر َخد
َ َُوََل ت
7.

"And turn not your face away from men with pride…" (Quran 31:18)

Try not to act as if you are better than everybody else. Humility is a much desirable quality
for any believer to aspire to. Humility can guide us to Paradise, just as its opposite, arrogance,
can lead us into Hell. Satan’s arrogance or lack of humility caused not only his expulsion
from Paradise but condemned him and his followers to Hell. Prophet Muhammad did not
behave towards others as if he was better than they, nor did he spurn manual work. One of
his companions reported that Prophet Muhammad worked happily with servants or workers.
ِ ش ِِف حاأل حَر
ِ َوََل َتَح
ب ُك َّل ُمُحتَ ٍال فَ ُخوٍر
ُّ ض َمَر ًحا إِ َّن اللَّ َه ََل ُُِي
8.

"…nor walk in insolence through the earth. Verily, Allah likes not any arrogant
boaster." (Quran 31:18)

Walking with insolence through the land is another form of arrogance. It is as if Luqman
wanted to emphasise the importance of humility. All people are equal in the eyes of Allah;
the only thing that sets them apart is piety. Prophet Muhammad, his companions and the early
generations of Muslims understood the concept of humility. The following is the story of a
man who walked through the earth without insolence.
During his Caliphate, Umar ibn Al-Khattab was marching upon Damascus with his
army. Abu Ubayda was with him. They came upon a little lake. Umar descended from his
camel, took off his shoes, tied them together, and hung them on his shoulder. He then took
the halter off his camel and they entered the water together. Seeing this in front of the army,
Abu Ubayda said, "O Commander of the Believers! How can you be so humble in front of all
your men?" Umar answered, "Woe to you, Abu Ubayda! If only anyone else other than you
thought this way! Thoughts like this will cause the downfall of the Muslims. Don't you see

we were indeed a very lowly people? Allah raised us to a position of honour and greatness
through Islam. If we forget who we are and wish other than the Islam which elevated us, the
One who raised us surely will debase us."
ِْ ص ْوتُْْ ْال َح ِم
ير
ِْ ص َوا
ْْ صدْْْفِيْ َم ْش ِيكَْْ َوا ْغض
ْ َ ص ْوتِكَْْْۚ ِإنْْأَنك ََرْْ ْاْل
ِ َوا ْق
َ َتْل
َ ُْضْ ِمن
And be moderate in your pace and lower your voice; indeed, the most disagreeable
of sounds is the voice of donkeys."
At least two lessons from this ayah:
َْصدْْْ ِفيْ َم ْش ِيك
ِ َوا ْق
9.

"And be moderate (or show no insolence) in your walking…" (Quran 31:19)

A native American proverb tells us that we will be known by the tracks we leave. Luqman is
advising his son to walk gently on this earth and not to crash into situations with heavy boots.
He is advising that patience and humility should be a person’s normal, or as we say these
days, default demeanour. Believers should be known for the humility, gentleness and mercy
in their behaviour.
ِْ ص ْوتُْْ ْال َح ِم
ير
ِْ ص َوا
ْْ َوا ْغض
ْ َ ص ْوتِكَْْْۚ ِإنْْأَنك ََرْْ ْاْل
َ َتْل
َ ُْضْ ِمن
10. "…and lower your voice. Verily, the harshest of all voices is the braying of the
asses." (Quran 31:19)
And finally Luqman advises his son to lower his voice. Being loud and harsh, he says, makes
one’s voice sound like the braying of donkeys. Shouting does not win hearts, it offends and
alienates people.
Luqman the wise counsels his son with these pieces of advice. It is important to note that
Luqman begins with the most important lesson; belief in One Allah. He also makes clear
that joining others in worship with Allah is the only unforgivable sin. Next, after laying the
foundations of faith, Luqman reminds his son of the essential values a believer must strive to
acquire, while simultaneously shunning pride and arrogance. When parents can convey these
pieces of advice to their children they are laying the foundations for a happy life. If children
can model this behaviour as demonstrated by their parents and caregivers it is even better.
Hopefully, we can follow this teaching.
Announcement from ICCS:
-

ICCS general meeting: Saturday, 19th December 2015, From 6 pm
Main topics: Hot water line reparation and finalization of registration for ICCS as the
religious institution.

Let’s make du’a.
َّ ِ
ِ
صلُّو َن َعلَى النِ ِ
إِ َّن َّ
صلُّوا َعلَحي ِه َو َسلِ ُموا تَ حسلِيماً
اَلِلَ َوَم ََلئ َكتَهُ يُ َ
ين َآمنُوا َ
َّب ََي أَيُّ َها الذ َ
َّك َِِميع قَ ِريب ُِِجيب الدَّعو ِ
ات األ ِ ِ
ات والحمسلِ ِمْي والحمسلِم ِ
ِ ِ
ِ ِ ِِ
ِ ِ
ات
اَللَّ ُه َّم ا حَف حر للح ُم حؤمن ح َ
ح
ْي َوالح ُم حؤمنَ َ ُ ح ح َ َ ُ ح َ
َحيَاء منح ُه حم َواحأل حَم َوات إن َ ح ٌ ح ٌ ح ُ َ َ
ِِ
ِ ِ
ِ
ِ ِ
وف َرِح ٌيم
َّك َرءُ ٌ
ِف قُلُ حوبِنَا َِ اَل للَّذيح َن َآمنُوا َربَّنَا إِن َ
َربَّنَا ا حَف حر لَنَا َوِِإل حخ َواننَا الَّذيح َن َسبَ ُق حو َن ابحِإلحميَان َوََل َحَت َع حل ِ ح
ِ
ِ
ص حرَن َعلَى الح َق حوِم الح َكافِ ِريح َن
ِف أ حَم ِرَن َوثَبِ ح
ت أَقح َد َامنَا َوانح ُ
َربَّنَا ا حَف حر لَنَا ذُنُ حوبَنَا َوإ حسَرافَنَا ِ ح
ِ
اب
ك َر حََةً إِن َ
ب لَنَا ِمن لَّ ُدنح َ
َّك أَنح َ
ت ٱلح َوَّه ُ
َربَّنَا َلَ تُ ِز حغ قُلُوبَنَا بَ حع َد إ حذ َه َديحتَ نَا َوَه ح
ِ ِ ِ
ِ
ِ
ِ
ِ
ف َعنا َوا حَ ِف حر لَنَا َو حارََحنَا
َرب نَا َلَتُ َؤاخ حذ َن إِ حن نَسحي نَا أ حَو أ ح
صًرا َك َما َََلحتَهُ َعلَى الذيح َن م حن قَ حبلنَا َرب نَا َوَلَ َُتَملحنَا َماَلَ طَاقَةَ لَنَا بِه َو حاع ُ
َخطَأح َن َرب نَا َوَلَ َحَتم حل َعلَحي نَا إِ ح
ص حرَن َعلَى الح َق حوِم الح َكافِ ِريح َن
أَنح َ
ت َم حوَلَ َن فَانح ُ
ِ
ِ
ِ
اب النَّا ِر
َربَّنَا آتنَا ِِف الدُّنحيَا َح َسنَةً َوِِف حاآلخَرةِ َح َسنَةً َوقنَا َع َذ َ
ِ
ب الحعَِّزةِ ع َّما ي ِ
ص ُفو َن وس ََل ٌم َعلَى الحمرسلِينَوا حْلم ُد ََِّلِلِ ر ِ
ك رِ
ِ
ْي
ب الح َعالَم َ
ُح َ َ َح
ََ
َ َ
َ
ُسحب َحا َن َرب َ َ

